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Media Release

Motionhouse: Cascading onto the Outdoor Street Festival Scene this Summer 

Motionhouse has been taking the outdoor street festival circuit by storm over the last few years and this summer is set to be no different! This year the company will be appearing at numerous high profile festivals throughout the UK including the Greenwich + Docklands International Festival, London; Urban Moves, Manchester; On the Waterfront, Liverpool and Mintfest in Kendal, plus festivals in 7 countries throughout Europe.

The Warwickshire based dance company, who have witnessed great success throughout the year with their theatre production Scattered, are returning to the road over the summer months with their dynamic festival pieces, Chaser, Underground and their new production for 2010 Cascade.

Motionhouse’s festival pieces are short, sharp injections of dance theatre designed to be viewed outside the confines of a theatre. They continue to be popular throughout Europe, attracting enormous crowds and great acclaim. Last year [2009] the company won the Audience Prize at the MiramirO Festival in Ghent, Belgium, for Underground, with the official jury saying of the company:

“Of all participating artists Motionhouse’s innovative performance will contribute the most to the further development of the arts in public places.”

Underground is an energetic and thought-provoking show, which is performed by 4 dancers within a rocking tubular structure. The spectacle uses stunning physical dance, poignant imagery and surprising aerial encounters to explore the new reality of train travel: the compressed intimacy of a crowded carriage; the crush of personal space; the studied ignoring of our fellow humans and the tight fear of a dangerous stranger in the current climate of suspicion.  

Cascade is Motionhouse’s newly commissioned piece that uses movement and aerial skills to combine the best of dance and flying in an engaging and humorous spectacle that looks at our lives in relation to water. Set on a submerged house amidst rising flood waters Cascade is an enthralling look at one family’s scramble to keep their heads above water and their feet on dry land! A company of 4 fabulous dancers balance, fall, slide and tumble their way upwards as they ascend through the levels of their domestic life and arrive adrift on an endlessly disappearing island.   

Motionhouse will also be performing Chaser, which continues to be popular with festival audiences, and has been in their repertoire since 2005. The show is fifteen nail-biting minutes of dynamic encounters, high-speed socialising, friendly rivalry, flying and falling. Acrobatic, dramatic and engaging, Chaser draws you right in with its catchy music, attention grabbing style and startling twist to the tale! 

Motionhouse’s festival pieces are physical, fun and free and your summer won’t be complete this year without seeing the talented dancers in action! Donna Close, Programme of the Brighton Festival said of the company, “Motionhouse again demonstrate that contemporary dance can find a large new audience without compromising artistic integrity but with a huge dose of choreographic flair, acrobatic flourish, humour, empathy and real life relevance.” And a typical audience reaction can be seen in the comment of one of the audience members from the Midsummer Madness Festival in Canterbury who said: “Their performance was electric, awe inspiring, fluidly beautiful and poetic. Elegance and anarchy rolled into one powerful, strong bodied, fully alive, uplifting performance.” 

For a full listing of Motionhouse’s festival tour dates in the UK and Europe log on to www.motionhouse.co.uk, email info@motionhouse.co.uk or call +44(0)1926 887 052.

- ENDS -

Notes to Editors | Reporters

Motionhouse have built a formidable reputation for their work, which is as thought-provoking as it is gravity defying. From full length productions for theatre touring to festival pieces created for the outdoors, to large scale dance spectacles, Motionhouse dancers perform alongside aerialists, cranes, JCB diggers and singers, on stunning sets, in breathtaking places and in the public eye. A wide ranging participatory programme complements and enhances the performance work.

Motionhouse are based in Leamington Spa and are supported by Arts Council England, Warwickshire County Council and Warwick District Council.

Motionhouse Performers

Underground is performed by Claire Benson, Junior Cunningham (Rehearsal Director), Fernando Pasquini and Olivia Quayle 

Chaser is performed by Claire Benson, Olivia Quayle and Fernando Pasquini

Cascade is performed by Giorgio de Carolis, Laura Peña Nuñez, Alasdair Stewart and Philipp Stummer 


Production Imagery 
is attached and features (left to right)
Underground 03 | Olivia Quayle, Claire Benson, Junior Cunningham, Fernando Pasquini. 
Imagery by The Lift.
Underground 19 | Olivia Quayle and Claire Benson. 
Imagery by Dave McKenna.  

Cascade 01 | Philipp Stummer, Laura Peña Nuñez and Alasdair Stewart. 
Imagery by The Lift.
Cascade 05 | Giorgio de Carolis, Philipp Stummer, Alasdair Stewart and Laura Peña Nuñez. 
Imagery by The Lift. 

Chase 01 | Fernando Pasquini, Claire Benson and Olivia Quayle. 
Imagery by The Lift.
Chaser 04 | Claire Benson, Fernando Pasquini and Olivia Quayle. 
Imagery by The Lift.


Festival Commissioners 
Underground is commissioned by Birmingham Hippodrome, Without Walls and Fierce.

Cascade is co-commissioned by Without Walls, mac and the University of Surrey.

Chaser is commissioned by Lichfield Garrick, mac, Solihull Arts Centre and Birmingham Hippodrome


For further information about Motionhouse, dancers and director’s biographies, high resolution images and interviews contact Justine Watkins, Marketing Manager 
[t] 01926 887052 | [e] justine@motionhouse.co.uk | [w] www.motionhouse.co.uk 


Motionhouse Festival Tour Dates 2010

For details of performance times please refer to the individual festival websites.

	Sat 05 - Sun 06 Jun 2010
Underground
	Mooi Weer Spelen, Delft, Holland 
	www.mooiweerspelen.nl/ 

	Thu 10 Jun 2010
Underground
	Fitei Festival, Porto, Portugal 
	www.fitei.com/

	Sat 12 - Sun 13 Jun 2010
Underground
	Kaldearte Festival, Spain
	www.vitoria-gasteiz.org

	Wed 23 - Thu 24 Jun 2010
Underground
	Reuring Festival, Holland
	www.reuring.com

	Sat 26 - Sun 27 Jun 2010
Underground
	Sloterplas Festival, Holland
	www.sloterplasfestival.nl

	Thu 01 - Sat 03 Jul 2010
Cascade
	Dancing City GDIF, Canary Wharf, London
	www.festival.org

	Fri 02 - Sat 03 Jul 2010
Underground
	Le Cratère, Alès, France 
	www.lecratere.fr/

	Fri 9 Jul 2010
Cascade
	The Electric Theatre and Surrey University
	www.electrictheatre.co.uk

	Tue 13 - Fri 16 Jul 2010
Underground
	Tollwood Festival, Germany
	www.tollwood.de

	Sat 24 Jul 2010
Cascade
	Urban Moves, Piccadilly Gardens Manchester
	www.urbanmovesfestival.co.uk

	Sat 24 - Sun 25 Jul 2010
Underground
	Merchant City Festival, Glasgow
	www.merchantcityfestival.com

	Sat 31 Jul 2010
Underground
	Pforzheim Festival, Germany
	www.pforzheimer-festival.de

	Wed 04 - Thu 05 Aug 2010
Cascade
	Le FAR du Pays de Morlaix International Théâtre Festival, Brittany, France
	www.artsdanslarue.com/far/2010

	Sun 08 Aug 2010
Cascade
	On the Waterfront, Liverpool
	www.liverpoolonthewaterfront.co.uk

	Thu 12 - Sat 14 Aug 2010
Underground
	Fest'Arts de Libourne, France
	www.festarts.com

	Wed 18 - Sun 22 Aug 2010
Underground & Chaser
 
	Watch This Space Festival, National Theatre, London
	www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/

	Sun 22 Aug 2010 Cascade 
	mac, Birmingham
	www.macarts.co.uk
+44(0)121 446 3232

	Wed 25 Aug 2010
Cascade 
	Compton Verney, Warwickshire
	www.comptonverney.org.uk
+44 (0)1926 645 500 

	Fri 27 - Sun 29 Aug 2010
Underground
	Limburg Festival, Holland
	www.limburgfestival.nl

	Sat 04 - Sun 05 Sep 2010
Cascade
	Mintfest, Kendal
	www.lakesalive.org/events/mintfest

	Sun 12 Sep 2010
Underground
	Les Pique-Niques Kerrhores, Le Relecq-Kerhuon, France
	 

	Fri 24 - Sat 25 Sep 2010
Chaser & Underground
	International Dance Festival, Pecs, Hungary
	www.en.pecs2010.hu/

	Sat 25 - Sun 26 Sep 2010
Cascade
	Bristol Do
	www.thebristoldo.com
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