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-eneedittolive. Ttcan also,
when unleashed by Mother
Nature, kill us. Water, that is.
Theelementaccounting for
atleast70 per centof human bodyweightis
also the majorsource of inspiration for the
latest show from Motionhouse, the
popular British dance company founded
morethantwo decades agoby Kevin
Finnan and Louise Richards.
Lastingjustover an hour, Scatteredis a
vaguely cautionary production buoyed
along on arapid current of associations
ranging from environmental issues to
moresensual, somatic concerns. The
effectlspropulswely kineticand v1sua1
and, wisely, never preachy.
Finnanlikes to keep hisdancerson the

- go. The quicksilver cast assembled here

almost never stops moving. Theirsole

moments of respite comeinasectionsetin
i theshallowsratherthan plumbing the

i depths ofitsthemes. The climaxisa literal
¢ avalancheof mindless cataclysmic

: thrashing. Still, taken on itsown terms, the
i piecepresents asometimes dazzling

: surfacetoanaudience contentto letitall
: washoverthem.

: TouringtoNov27.

: www.motionhouse.co.uk

aparched desert, during which all seven
dancersare transformed into the alert
embodiment oflizardly stoicism.
Otherwise the performance s practically
Jjet-propelled. Sophy Smith and Tim
Dickinson’s immersive soundtrack helps
to keep things onthe boil with an
unrelenting mix of Middle Eastern, Latin
and rocl-influencedflavours.
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By farthe most successful aspect of

i Scattered isitsintegration of film and

i movement. Simon Dormon’ssetisa

¢ curved white wall apparently fashioned

¢ fromsalvaged boat hulls. It functionsasan
: objectthedancers can creep onto,slide

i down or hurl themselves against, as well as
: aprojectionscreen forasiream of digital

: images. Members of the Basque artists’

i collective Logela Multimedia designed all

: ofit, from Arcticlandscapesand cracked
¢ mud to murky oceansand suburban

i swimmingpools. Much ofthisis clever

¢ stuff, especially when Finnan and his

: collaborators play with scaleand

i dimension. Witness theseemingly tiny

¢ woman huddlingon abenchinside a

i freezer,oranotherwhoappearstobe -

: danglingbeneath the full-on spray ofa

i gianttap.

Ultimately Scatteredremainscirclingin




